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ere you wondering where your beautiful
songbirds had gone this fall? Hummingbirds
and orioles have gone sure, but where did my
chickadees, goldfinch, cardinals and woodpeckers go, you
ask? You put fresh seed out. You made sure that everything
was tip-top condition, only the best clean BACKYARD
Nature Center seed, and……..nothing….just silence.
Feeding came to a screeching halt! Let me explain. All
plants and trees re-seed themselves in the fall. With a very
wet spring and a lovely warm summer, it was a banner year
for natural seed out there.
No longer nesting and
feeding young, the birds
energy requirements are at
their lowest in late summer and early fall. It’s not
until natural seed becomes
undesirable with rain,
snow, and even slightly
inclement weather, do the
birds come back to the
feeders. As temperatures
drop at night, it’s more
difficult to keep themselves warm thus requiring
more calories to do just
that. Feeding once again
picks up and the “fastfood
restaurant” you are offering up becomes the place
to be!
In our wooded
backyard, even the neighborhood turkeys were scarce,
and they rarely turn down free food! Juncos(snowbirds)
are the first to show up, followed by the white-throated
sparrows. Harris sparrows will be here soon along with
the Rufus sided towhee! All the ground feeding birds feel
at home when feeding from a screen - bottom platform
feeder placed low and near bushes and shrubs so they can
dodge in and out of cover. It’s a healthier way to feed than
throwing seed directly on the ground. Robins and Cedar
Waxwings will be gorging on the berries late fall provides
on honeysuckle, service berry and viburnums. They can
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occasionally be messy but who cares when the snow flies
and cleans it all up! Don’t worry about raking every last
leaf trying to tame nature. It’s a real temptation, I know,
but as a gardener think of fall as a time of rest. Decomposing leaves protect delicate plants with a warm blanket
while providing nutrition too, and it’s a great place to
search for insects! Yum!
Now is the time to put out your suet and nutfeeders. Both are packed with good calories that are easily converted to energy. Clingers, the birds with strong feet and
don’t require a perch, are
the beneficiaries. Downy,
hairy, flickers, nuthatch,
tufted titmice, chickadees
and, my favorite, the Carolina Wren will be all over
the feeder with such fare!
Try the “suet sandwhich”
feeder, starlings have a
tough time clinging on the
composite feeder resembling two pieces of wood
smashed together with
suet spread between them!
Black oil sunflower is
the best seed for snowy
weather. Placed in a hopper feeder with a screened
bottom for drainage and
moisture control, cardinals will be the most
regular visitors. Have
someone in a nursing home, or just notable to see way out
in the yard? Put up a suction cup window feeder and fill
it with wonderful, yummy nuts and sunflower and invite
cheerful little chickadees and downy woodpeckers up close
and personal! That would brighten anyone’s day for sure.
Sharing your bird feeding joy with friends and
loved ones is a gift for the giver as well as the recipient.
When it’s cold outside, we fill our feeders and open our
hearts to the simplest pleasure, a visit from a grateful
hungry bird. Somehow we’ve just made the world a better
place. It truly is the most wonderful time

“Winter Visitors to Watch For”
Harris Sparrow. Look for him this winter on the
ground, dodging in and out from under bushes with the
darlings of winter, the Slate Colored Junco (snowbirds). All
five of these birds will turn your head and typically, you will
spot them near very dense shrubbery searching for millet and
sunflower. Top on their list!
Harris Sparrow

Rufous Sided Towhee. At first glance, you may think
it’s a funny looking Robin, but look closely and you’ll see the
distinct black hood.
White -throated Sparrow. Look for the little patch
under his beak and the yellow between his eyes. Not your
average sparrow.

Slate Colored Junco

White-Crowned Sparrow. A darling with a bicycle
helmet!
All five of these beauties will feed off a low platform feeder
rather than a hanging tube or hopper feeder. With constant
change in weather and occasional rain or flurries, a covered
platform feeder is ideal, like the one below. Constructed of
composite with a screen bottom to allow for drainage to help
keep seed healthy and dry.

Rufous Sided Towhee

White-Throated Sparrow

White-Crowned Sparrow

Deck your halls
with Desert
Steel Pinecone
Luminaries and
steel Blue Atlas
Cedar trees!
A decorating
statement that will
last for years!
GOLFER ON YOUR
CHRISTMAS LIST?

Give him this beautifully
crafted copper GOLFER ready
to T-off, crafted by renowned
copper artists from Andy Brinkley studios in North Carolina.
He stands 30” high and can be
displayed in your garden bed
or make a decorating statement
indoors.

Our Hearts Are Broken

BINOCULARS AS A GIFT…….
Do you know
someone who
would like to get
a better view of
the wildlife outside their widow?
We carry a full
line of VORTEX
optics in 7, 8, or
10 power, with a 24-50mm objective lens,
fully multi-coated binoculars to fit any nature
viewing or sports watching need. VORTEX
has a wonderful guarantee and is considered
one of the best birding binoculars around.
We know our optics. Let us help you with the
best fit for the occasion!

Saturday, November 13,
we lost our dear Casper
to leukemia. Tested early
on with the gene, it was
inactive and not transferrable. After three blood
transfusions, his body
could no longer fight it.
After having a seizure that
day, his fight was over. He
brought so much love into our lives and so many of
you enjoyed his warmth and friendly attitude. You
may remember his story, in that we fed him in back
of the store for a year before gaining his trust. Trust
that allowed him in our back door and into our
hearts. It’s been only 8 months that we have been
able to hold him and love him. We know the feeling
was mutual.
We will miss him more than I can express.
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S TO RE H O U RS
Monday–Saturday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: Closed
Christmas Eve: Closing at 4 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day
Closed New Year’s Day

P LE A SE VISIT O U R W EB SITE AT :
WWW .BA C K YA RD NATU RE C ENTE R .C O M

Nick, Cathy, Tammy, Trudy and Casper (of course!)

With grateful hearts
we wish you and yours a
Happy Holiday.

A One- time Wild Card Coupon

20% OFF one item
(excluding optics & seed)

